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CHAPTER I 
AFRICAN ELEPHANTS 


THE elephant is the largest of all land animals. Some, 
whales ate much bigger, but they live all the time in 
the sea. | | 5 

Elephants live in hot countries where there are big 
forests. There are two kinds of elephants; those that 
live in Africa, and those that live in India and the countries 
near India. We will describe the African elephants first 
and then talk about their Indian relatives afterwards. 

African bull (male) elephants often grow as tall as 11 
feet and weigh about 6 tons. People have found bull 
elephants as tall as 12 feet—that is twice as high as a tall 
man. Cow (female) elephants are not so big. 

They normally live in herds, usually family parties 
of 20 to 3o animals, who always keep together. Travellers 
sometimes tell of seeing large herds of hundreds of ele- 
phants: but these ate probably really several herds which 
happen to be moving together from one feeding-ground 
to another. Each herd or family party is led by a cow: 
this is unusual, for most animals accept the strongest 
male member of the group as the leader. The cows, 
however, being more timid and cautious than the bulls, 
probably lead a herd more wisely and safely. 

African elephants spend most of their time among 


3 


the trees, although they car often be seen ia the open, 
especially when they are moving from one district to 
another. They have по tixed home, but are always 
roaming from place to place, and sometimes they cover 
gteat distances in their wanderings. In the hot day-time 
they like to stand in the shade of the trees and sleep. 
They seldom lie down to rest, but usually sleep standing. 
When evening comes and it is cooler, they move about in 
search of food and water, as they do also in the morning 
before the sun rises. 
Elephants depend almost entitely upon the leaves and 
ы. fruit of trees for theit 
food, so they never 
linger in places where 
there are по trecs. 
They also have to be 
fairly near to a good 
г river or pool, because 
ADIAN they drink a great deal 
ЭС" and love bathing. 

- Inthe part of Africa 
where elephants live 
there are various kinds 
of country—very high 
AFRICA. ELEPHANTS үү БЖ or gg, mountains with snow 

LINE DRAWN ACROSS THE MAP on their summits, huge 


SAHARA DESERT ARABIA 
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TREES AND LARGE PLANTS WHICH GROW WHERE ELEPHANTS LIVE 


lakes, dense forests, and wide grassy plains. Some districts 
are so dry that scarcely anything can grow there, and in 
other places there are great swamps where there is nothing 
but reeds and rushes. Between the great Sahara desert in 
the north and the cultivated farmlands where white people 
have settled in the south, wild elephants are still to be found 
wherever there are trees for them to eat and water to drink. 

Many African trees are evergreens, and the others do 
not shed all their leaves in the autumn as many English 
trees do: so thete is food for the elephants all the year 
round. The most typical trees in these parts of Africa 
atc acacias, and in many places there are palms. 
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The elephant depends for almost everytking on im 
nose, which we call its trunk. If an clephant's “trunk is 
badly injured it dies, because it cannot manage without 
it. It uses its trunk not only for breathing and smelling 
things, but for collecting food and putting it into its 
mouth, and also for drinking. When an elephant needs a 
shower bath, it sniffs water up its trunk and sprays it out 
Over its back. With its trunk hanging limp it can smell 
the ground at its feet without stooping; if it thinks 
there is danger near, it raises its trunk high above its head 
and sniffs the wind. An elephant’s trunk is so strong 
that it can lift large trees with it, and it is so skilful that 
it can pluck a single blade of grass. There are two points 
at the tip of an African elephant’s trunk which it can bring 
together as we use our finger and thumb, and with these 
it can pick up quite small things. ; 

An elephant's sense of smell is very keen, and in this 
way it knows when danger is approaching. Hunters 
can get close to elephants only if they come towards 
them against the wind, so that the scent of the men is 
being carried away ftom the elephants. If the wind is 
blowing towards the elephants, the animals can smell 


the men a long way off, and then they move silently 
away. 


E. elephants have very large eats. Yet in spite 
oit. 


his, their heating is not as good as that of 
6 


many animals. 
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When a big bull elephant, 
is startled, it swings its 
gteat eats out on either 
side of its head and raises 
its trunk to sniff the air. 
Then from the outer edge 
of one great ear to the 
other measures nearly 10 
feet. Elephants have small eyes, 
and their eyesight is not good at all. 
Hunters say that, so long as they 
keep still, wild elephants will come 
quite close without seeing them. 
Nearly all African elephants have 
tusks which may grow to about 
6 feet long. Cow elephants’ tusks THE HEAD OF AN 
ate much shorter. The tusks wear GURL CAN SELEEE ANT 
down with use, and often get broken: but they keep on 
growing all the time, just as our finger-nails keep on 
growing. Old bull elephants, therefore, often have vety 
big tusks. They use their tusks for digging up toots, and 
they often break off large branches by putting their trunks 
over them and heaving under them with their tusks. 
Sometimes an elephant will pull a tree right up by the 
roots. It wraps its trunk round the stem of the tree and 
then pulls with its trunk and pushes with its head until the 
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.roots are loosenéd. When 
the tree is on the gróund 

` the elephant can eat as much 
as it wants without any 
trouble. 

Elephants’ legs have long 
upper parts and extremely 
short lower parts—vety 
different from the legs of 
animals that gallop and 


THE HIND NEU eT jump, like antelopes, which 


have very long lower parts. 
allop or jump—indeed they 
cannot even trot. But they can walk very fast, as fast a5 
15 miles an hour or more for a short distance, and they 
often keep up a speed of 8 miles an hour, twice as fast 25 


Elephants, therefore, cannot g 


а man walks, for hours on end. Although they are so 
big, elephants can m 


ove perfectly silently. No one seems 
to have heard an elephant's footfall. A full-grown elephant 
takes a stride 6% feet long. A deep 7-foot ditch, there- 
fore, will keep elephants in, because they cannot jump 
it. In some zoos elephants ate kept in by ditches like 
this, instead of by railings, —— 

Although they cannot jump, they can climb up and down 
Steep places very easily. Ifa slope is too steep for them 
to walk down, they just sit down and slide, They ate 
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excellent swimmers: but they will sometimes walk across 
deep «ivérs with their bodies under the water except 
for the tips of their trunks: «these they hold out of the 
water so that they can still breathe. 

In many parts of Africa the elephants have beaten wide 
paths as they move to and fro. These paths follow the 
easiest route from one place to another. In fact, many 
roads in Africa have been made along these old elephant 
paths because the elephants had found the easiest ways 
through the mountains hundreds of years before white 
men came to Africa. 

In that part of Africa where elephants roam there are 
many other kinds of wild animals. There are zebras 
and many kinds of antelopes, some of which are as big 


as oxen, and others nearly 
as small as rabbits. The SEE 


rhinoceros lives on the 
wide grassy plains, and the 
hippopotamus in the rivers. 
Where the trees are not 
too thick, the tallest of all. 
the animals, the giraffes, 
move about: and in the 
dark jungles are gorillas 
and chimpanzees and many sane td a v 
kinds of monkeys. There UNDER WATER 
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are also tbe lions апа leopards which hunt the other 
animals for their food. у 

The clephants live quite peaceably with ай their animal 
neighbours: they are so big that no animals attack them 
—even the lions leave them carefully alone. Lions and 
elephants have been seen quite close together, but not 
taking the slightest notice of each other. Elephants 
fear and dislike men, but even so they will very rarely 
attack them unless they have been wounded or unless 


AFRICAN ANIMALS AT A DRINKING 

PLACE: FROM LEFT TO RIGHT, 

GIRAFFES, ZEBRAS, GNUS, AND 
IMPALA ANTELOPES 


AFRICAN NATIVES ВЕ; 
SHELTER IN THE 


SIDE THEIR 
FOREST 


natives make booby 
Spears, so arranged t 


i heit 
they are proterting t 
‘babies. Then they will charge 


> with their trunks held high, 


making a strange screaming 
noise which is called * trum- 
eting ”, Я 

: The native people of АА 
have black curly hair, an 

their skin is dark brown id 
nearly black. These рғоре 
occasionally kill elephants or 
food. They catch them in 
traps that are called pitfalls. 
A pitfall is a very deep pit dug 
across one of the elephants 
paths and then covered оусг 
with branches and leaves to 
make it look like level ground. 
The older elephants are gen- 
etally too wise to be caught 
by this trap: but, шиг 
а young one falls in an 

is killed and eaten by the 
natives. Sometimes the 


"traps in the trees with poisoned 
hat they fall on the elephants as they 
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pass underneath. When ап 
elephant has been wounded 
by one of the poisoned spears, 
the natives follow it until it 
dies from the poison. But 
Africans kill very few ele- 
phants. 

White men hunt elephants 
with guns, not because they 
want to eat them, but because 
they want their ivory tusks, 
which are very valuable. At 
one time the hunters killed so 
many elephants in Africa for 
the sake of the ivory that 
elephants became very scarce : 
but now there are strict laws 
to prevent hunters killing more 
than a very few. 

Although elephants seldom 
harm people, they are often a 
great nuisance. Round an 
African village the Negroes 


A NATIVE HUT IN UGANDA 


have made fields in which they grow their crops of millet 


and maize and sweet potatoes. 


The wild elephants come 


in the night and raid the fields. As a single large elephant 
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-will eat as much аз a ton of 
food at a time, a herd of 
' elephants will soon clear 
off a field, trampling what 
they don’t eat. So the 
natives keep watch over 
their fields. As soon as 
the watcher sees ог hears 
the elephants, he blows an ivory horn, and the whole 
village turns out to drive the raiders away. 

The only elephants that are really dangerous are ‘ rogue’ 
elephants, that is, elephants that are living by themselves, 
often get very savage, but 


other elephants have driven 
hey may have lost their tusks, 
сіг food in the normal way. If 
aiding the fields they may have 
Ше Цог - Whatever the reason бог their savage- 
> Sues аге a great terror to the defenceless 


nati 
i ives, for they not Only eat the crops but also often 
arge the villapes and destroy huts, 


Baby elephants are called calves, When they are born 


Пег than a donkey. А 
: у. At first they have 
quite а lot of fur, but they soon lose this. Not only 
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their mothers, but the whole herd takes а hand in pro- 


tecting the baby elephants, so it is not at all safe to get ^ 


too close to a wild elephant?calf. А cow elephant has a 
calf every 2 or 3 years. Sometimes twins are born, as 
with humans, but not very often. 3 

For about the first 4 yeats Ше baby keeps усгу close 
to its mother, and is looked after carefully by her. It is 
not fully grown up until it is about 20 years old. Hunters 
think that wild African elephants normally die when 
they are about 50 to 60 years old. 

Full-grown elephants will often play with the young 
calves. They push one another’s foreheads and butt 
one another with their heads and then rush away with the 
other in pursuit. The young elephants until they are 


HIPPOPOTAMUSES 
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about 14 are playful and mischievous. А hunter, watch- 
ing a herd of elephants, once saw one of the calves nove 
quietly away when its mother was not looking and hide 
among some tall rocks. It then began making pitiful 
‘screaming noises as though it was afraid or badly hurt, 
and of course the mother elephant hurried to where her 
baby was hiding. But as she atrived, the baby pounced 
out and butted her hard in the tummy. 

The cows have a special call to bring their calves in to 
them when they think there may be danger near. A 
calf that does not obey promptly gets a good hard blow 
from its mother’s trunk. But she also uses her trunk 
for caressing her baby. Ifa cow elephant is killed, leaving 
her calf without a mother, another cow of the herd will 
adopt it and look after it with her own calf. 

African elephants are not so easily tamed as their In- 
dian cousins, and have not been trained nearly so much 
to work for men. Those that have been trained have 
shown that they can learn quickly and are willing workers, 
often becoming devoted to their masters. They are so 
Strong that they can each do the work of sixteen oxen. 

There are many true s 
of elephants. А herd of wild elephants wanted to stay 
in a place where there was plenty of food: but there was 
only a small stream of Water—much too small and shallow 
for elephants, who need plenty of deep water for bathing. 

16 


tories told about the intelligence 


| 


^ 9 » 
а 


So they dll worked together to build a dam across the 


stream to hold back the water. In this way they made a 


deep pool, where they could bathe to their hearts’ content. 

Another true story tells how a young elephant escaped 
from a pitfall trap into which it had fallen. Ву itself it 
could not possibly climb up the steep sides of the pit: 
so the other members of the herd gathered round and 
broke away the earth from the edge of the pit with their 
great feet. The earth fell into the pit and gradually filled 
it up until the trapped elephant was raised high enough 
for his friends to pull him to safety with their trunks. 


AN AFRICAN ELEPHANT ALARMED 
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CHAPTER II ^ > 
INDIAN ELEPHANTS 


19 INDIAN elephants аге rather 
different in appearance from their 
African relatives. They are not 
so tall but rather stouter. Their 
ears are much smaller, and their 
trunks have only one small point 
at the tip instead of two. But 
perhaps the most noticeable 
difference is that the Indian cle- 
phant has two large bumps on 
its forehead, which make its head 
look very square. А 
ТНБОНБАР ORAN INDIAN | Indian clephants ate found wild 
E in many parts of India itself, and 
за large island to the South of 
Assam, Siam, and Cochin China, 
India, and also in the great island 


also in Ceylon, which 1 
India, and in Burma, 
Which lie to the east of 
of Sumatra, 


The climate іп these lands is hot. 
8068 on it gets steadily hotter : 
after day in a clear blue sky, 
and more, But about mid- 
the * monsoon * begins to b 


Аз the summet 

and the sun, shining day 
dries up the ground more 
Summer a great wind called 
low steadily from the ocean, 
18 
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INDIAN ELEPHANTS BATHING IN А RIVER 
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In the day-time the herds of wild 
elephants usually remain in the deep 
shade of the thickest jungle, for they 
cannot stand the hot sun as well as 
African elephants can. In fact, they 
hardly ever come out from the shade 
of the trees except in cloudy weather. 
2 They also need deep water for bathing, 
PIENS even more than the African elephants 


es of South Asia where 
many other wild animals. 
g of these is the tiger, which is not 


f and there are plenty of leopards too. 
There ate different kinds of antelope and deer, and in 


certain parts the thinoceros is to be found. ‘There are 


Жо apes and monkeys and severa] kinds of bear, and 
thete are crocodiles in the rivers. Peacocks live wild 
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in the jungle, and many other 
brilliant birds. 

Tigers, seldom attack bull 
elephants, because they know 
they cannot hope to kill them : 
but tigers are bold animals, and 
they often attack cow elephants 
when their calves are vety 
young. When an clephant 
calf is born, its mother and 
another cow clephant, some- 
times called an ‘auntie’, keep 


ANTELOPES, MONKEYS, AND A 
PEACOCK 


it close between the 


the tigers. The tigers fling themselves upon the mother 
elephant and try’ to 


Then they come back quickly, hoping to drive off the 


while it is very young. 

Wild Indian el 
good reason: but the bull 
be very dangerous at times, 
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Indian elephants are trained to work for men much - 
more often than those of Africa. Even fully grown | 
elephants can be trained andetaught to work. They are 
so strong and clever that they are most valuable to their 
owners, especially as they can move and work in places" 
where tractors cannot possibly be used. | The native In- 
dians have used elephants to work for them for hundreds 
of years. " We know this because оп buildings that were 
certainly built many centuries ago we have found саг- 
vings of elephants working. ; я A 

Elephants аге used to-day particularly for bringing 
- the trunks of the teak-trees down from the jungle on the 
mountain-sides where they grow. The great teak-trees 
in Burma are very valuable, especially for building boats, 
because the wood is so hard. The elephants bring the 
tree-trunks from where they have been cut down to the 
nearest stream. There they аге left until the monsoon 
season, when the stream floods. Then the flowing 
water carries them downstream until they reach the saw- 
mills on. the banks of a big river. At these saw-mills 
other elephants pull the tree-trunks from the water: 
and when the trunks have been sawn into planks, they 
pile the planks skilfully, ready for the ships to сапу 
them all over the world. ow DNE 

mills live in stables, 


The elephants that work at the saw- 
and are fed by hand, just as horses are fed: but those 
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that work in the jungle have to find their own Бод during 
' the night. They work for 3 days and then rest for 2 
and so on: and they have 5 months complete holiday 
every year. On working days they finish their work 
‘at about 5 o’clock in the afternoon. "Then with chains 
on their feet so that they cannot go too far away, they are 
turned loose in the jungle to feed until the following 
morning. 
The men who look after them can recognise the foot- 
prints of their own elephants, and so can track them 
down in the early morning to fetch them in to wotk. 
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Sometimes an clephant-keeper has to follow the trail 
of his élephant for miles through the jungle before he: 
catches up with it. When Ве gets neat he can hear the 
sound of the wooden bell that is tied round its neck at 
night, Elephants sway and swing about all the time; 


so the bell is never silent for long. 


ELEPHANTS IN BURMA DRAGGING 
AND PUSHING TREE-TRUNKS 


The clephant-keepers live ай their lives with. elephants. 
' They are born in camps in the jungle where the elephants 
ate working, and can ride am elephant by the time they are 
6 years old. A clever boy is put in charge of a young 
elephant when he is 14. The boy and the elephant are 
trained together, and may work together all their lives. 
They learn to know and understand each other perfectly. 
Most of the working elephants in Burma ate born in 
Captivity. They are taken with their mothers to a special 
training camp when they are about 5 years old, and there 
they are trained to obey the orders of their keepers. An 
old, well-trained elephant, specially chosen for his good 
temper and patience, is used to help in training the young 
ones. A young elephant is tied to him, and so has to 
do what he does. In this way he learns to obey orders. 
When the young clephants have been broken in, they 
агс given light work to do until they are about 19 yeats 
old and fully grown up. By that time they know and 
obey many signs and words of command, and are then 
fully trained and ready to start work in the teak forests. 
Besides the work in the teak forests, elephants are 
used for many other different kinds of work. Some are 
kept by kings and princes in India to carry them on 
State processions, They аге decked outin beautiful trap- 
Pings and catty on their backs richly-decorated seats, 
called “howdahs’, on which the king or prince sits, 
28 
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Elephants are also used . 
for tiger hunting. When 
the tiger takes refuge in 
thick bushes and very tall 
gtass a long rank of ele- 
phants closes in on him. 
They form a circle round 
him and move inwards from 
all sides. When at last the 
tiger tries to break out of 
the circle, he is shot by 2 
man on the back of one of 
the elephants. 
, Catching wild elephants 
is a difficult and dangerous | 
business, and this is the way 
it is very often done. First 
a suitable place is selected, мал, 

if possible where an elephant path passes along the bot in 
` of a steep-sided valley. А large circular enclosure ya ^ 
single entrance is built across the elephant path. CAI 
from this entrance two sttong fences, about 15 feet high, 
are built, and these get farther apart as they get farther 
from the enclosure, until they ate about o! yatds арал: 
They are then entirely hidden with leaves and branches. 
This trap is called а «садан? In the drawing the 


PROCESSION 


AN ELEPHANT IN A STATE 
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ELEPHANTS BEING DRIVEN INTO A KEDDAH 


thick jungle and the branches have been left out so that 
you can see mote easily how it is built. 

When the keddah is finished, the natives find a herd 
of wild elephants and drive them slowly towards the place 
and up the path to the цар, It is very important to 
drive them slowly, so that they pass in between the con- 
cealed fences without becoming Suspicious. When they 
Бес near the entrance to the enclosure the men behind ` 
them begin to hustle them on Mote quickly. This makes 
them really frightened, and they rush forward into the 
enclosure, Then, before they have time to turn round 
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For several days the elephants 
tty furicusly to break down the 
walls of the enclosute. When they 
become quieter, the natives ride a 
number of trained elephants in 
among them. They sepatate a 
single animal from the herd, and 
drive it out by itself into a small 
enclosure that has been made out- 
side the gate. Here they try to 
wedge it in between two of the 
trained animals, and then fasten 
great ropes around it. This is very 
dangerous work, for, in spite of 
the skill and strength of the tame 
elephants, the men on the ground 
are often trampled on. When the 
ropes ate secure, and the rebellious 
captive is firmly tied to the cle- 
phants on either side, he is led 
away and tethered to a large tree. 

For about 5 days the wild elephant 
struggles madly to break the ropes 
and get free: but at last it is quite 
tired out and stops struggling. 
For about a weck the natives treat 
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NATIVES OUTSIDE THEIR 
HOME IN SIAM 


it kindly and give it good food until it becomes quite 
used to being a captive. Then it follows meekly behind 
a tame elephant to begin its training, and soon learns 
to be almost as docile and clever as those that have nevet 
been free. | 
Vety young calves that ate taken in the keddah are not 


kept, but are turned loose again with their mothers and 
allowed to return to the jungle. 
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ARABIAN AND BACTRIAN CAMELS 
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MAP SHOWING WHERE CAMELS LIVE 


CHAPTER I 


THE ARABIAN CAMEL 
CAMELS live in dry, 


desert countries where there is vety 
little rain. They ca 


п live and work hard in places where 
few other animals can live at all. These very dry lands 
lie to the north and to the south of the equator, right 
tound the world, They are called the ‘dry belts’, and in 
Some parts of the dty belts the climate is so dry that 
there may be no rain for as much as бог 7 years. 

Around the €quator itself it is vety hot and rainy, with 
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dense tropical forests, where parrots and monkeys live. 
On the other side of the dry belts, а long way from the > 
equator, аге cool temperate countries, such as England, 
where trees and many other plants grow well. But in 
the dry belts there is not enough rain for trees to grow, 
except in very few places, and in some parts there are no 
plants of any kind. 

A desert is land which is so dry that hardly any plants 
can gtow there: but land where it is just moist enough for 
gtass to cover the ground, but not moist enough for trees, is 
called a steppe. The longest stretch of desert 
in the world is in North Africa and of steppe 
in Asia. They stretch nearly half-way round 
the world, from the Atlantic Ocean in the 
west to the far side of China in the east. It 
is in these countries that the camel lives. 

There ate two kinds of camel. The 
Arabian camel, which has only one hump, 
lives in the desert land of Arabia and right 
across North Africa. The Bactrian camel, 
which has two humps, lives in the steppe 
land in Central Asia. 

These two kinds of camel are like each 
other in many ways, but in some ways they 
are very different. We will describe the 
one-humped Arabian camel first. 
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It is practically certain that there аге no longer any 
really wild Arabian camels.’ Sometimes camels’ may es- 
cape from their owners and go wild: but they are all 
descended from captive camels that have worked for the 
Arabs for many hundreds of years in these hot, dry lands. 

Arabia and North Africa are not entirely desert land. 
In some places near the sea there is just enough rainfall 
to allow the people to grow corn and fruit-trees: and 
there are also several big rivers that flow through the 
desert, bringing enough water from the distant moun- 
tains to make their valleys very fertile. In these places 
there are towns and villages with fields and gardens. 
Also, far out in the desert, there ate small patches of 
gtound, called oases, where thete is enough moisture 
in the ground to allow trees, such as date-palms, to grow 
and a little of the land to be cultivated. All round these 
oases there is barren desert. 

In the river valleys and oases, and in some other places, 
the people live in houses and stay in the same place усаг 
after year, cultivating their land: but in the desert the 
Arabs live in tents and never stay in one place for mote 
than a few weeks at a time. Instead of growing crops 
they keep flocks and herds, and because there is so little 
Brass to be found in the desert, they always have to be 
Оп the move from one place to another in seatch of fresh 
food for their animals. Often they have to travel many 
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A NOMAD ЕМСАМРМЕМТ IN АКАВГА 


miles actoss quite bare desert, so they depend on their 
camels to carry their tents and few possessions on these 
journeys. These people—who аге called * nomads *, which 
means roamers—make their tents, and even their blankets 
and clothes, out of the camels’ hair. The Arabs need 
ptotection against the blazing sun in the day-time and 
often against very cold winds at night. 

In some places the surface of the desert is soft sand: 
in others it is all small stones, something like a shingle 
beach at the sea-side: and in other places it may be bare 
rock, swept quite clean by the hot desert wind. The 
soft sand, the shingle stones, or the slippery bare rock 
make difficult surfaces for men or for horses to travel 
across: but a camel’s feet are made so that it has a firm 
foot-hold on any shifting surface. Its feet are divided 
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in two, rather like а сох 8 hoofs, ын 
instead of hoofs their feet have wi 5 
. pads, like cushions. On the front o 


each foot are two nails, something like 
X Ба dog's claws. The pad of each foot 
“Rel Алам a: spreads out wide when the camel puts 
А CAwEUS roor its weight on to it, and this makes "i 
large, soft sutface to grip the groun | 
A camel’s foot will not gtip a wet surface, and the he 
is helpless on a muddy road: but then there are no muddy 
toads where camels naturally live, у 
A full-grown Arabian camel is often 7 feet high at 
the shoulder. With its long legs and shuffling E 
it seems to saunter along, holding its head high up ап 
looking very haughty. Tt travels only about 2j miles 
in an hour, but it can keep up that speed with a heavy 
load on its back for 6 hours a day; and it can 89,0% 
for many days on end, with hardly anything to eat Of 
drink. Tt can catty its master and enough food and watet 


for him across completely barren districts, while need- 
ing little or nothing for itself. 


tab wants to know whether his camel 15 

fit enough to make а long journey, he looks at its hump 

see how large and firm it is. ‘This is be- 

cause the camel keeps its reserve food in its hump. The 

camel stores UP а teserve of food while there is plenty 
6 


* | e 
9 a Ад 9 v 


to eat, and then uses it up when food is scarce. In many 
parts of the desert there is a short spell of wet weather > 
once a year. When the showers come, the seeds or 
plants, which have been lying asleep for months, grow 
up suddenly, and for a short time there is plenty of food 
for the animals. Then, when the showery period is over 
and the sun dries up the desert, the plants also dry up. 
Even a single thunderstorm in the desert will make the 
desert plants spring up for a short spell. Camels have ° 
learnt to make the most of these short periods when 
food is plentiful. They eat more than they need while 
it is there, and build up a good store of fat in their humps. 
Then, when they cannot find enough food, they use 
up the store. After some weeks of plentiful food a 


ARABIAN CAMELS, ONE EXHAUSTED WITH A LOW HUMP, THE OTHER 
М STRONG AND WELL FED 
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ARABS WATERING ANIMALS АТ 
А DESERT WELL 


camel’s hump is large and firm: but when he has been 
a long time without food, the hump becomes flabby, 
and what remains of it may hang over to one side. At 
the end of a long desert journey the camel’s hump is like 
that, but with plenty of good food it grows large and 
firm again. Camels can сас the thorniest of plants with- 
out damaging their. mouths. One little dwarf thorn 


shrub which camels eat is known as ‘camel thorn’. 
Few other animals could eat such dry and unattractive 
food, 


The camel belongs to a gtoup or animals, like cows 
and sheep, that chew the cud—that is, they swallow 4 
great deal of food quickly without chewing it, and then 
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bring it back into their mouths to chew slowly ший 
it is digested. They can drink a great deal of water 
whenever they have the chance, and they seem to absorb 
all this water into the tissues of their bodies, and so can 
go for a long time without drinking again. They norm- 
ally drink every other day in hot weather, and then they 
drink a great deal. But when they аге travelling across 
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wide stretches of waterless 
desert, they may go as, long 
cas 6 days without drinking. 
Those that have been specially 
trained for a long time to 
exist without water have been 
known to go as long asia 
month without drinking. 
When they are fed on partic- 
ularly juicy plants, camels will 
generally refuse water if it 15 
offered to them. 


АМ ORYX. IT IS SAID NEVER swim- 
TO DRINK Camels are not good 


mers: in fact, most of them 
not only have a great fear of swimming, but they are Ж 
frightened of water that they even dislike wading acros 


the shallowest Streams, 
there is seldom any nee 
wade. 


Nearly all desert animals are sandy in colout, and 
blend 


SO well into their surroundings that until they 
move it is Vety difficult то see them. This is a help 10) 
them, for if they are hunting they can creep up to theif 
Prey unobserved; and if, on the other hand, they 220 
being hunted, they can conceal themselves from theif 
enemies. Camels are usually a light fawny-brown colout, 


Io 


But, as they live in a dry land, 
d for them to swim, or even to 
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though some are darker, almost black; dnd some are 
nearly white. In some districts white camels ate much · 
sought after by the Arabs, while black ones are обе. 
to be worthless. 

Considering how difficult it is to find food in the desert; 
it is surprising how many different kinds of animals are 
to be found there. There are antelopes and gazelles, 
which live in districts where no drinking water is to be 
found. They get what moisture and food they need 
from the few plants that have such long roots that they 
can reach moisture deep down in the ground. There 
are mouse-like creatures called gerboas, which have very 
short front legs and very long, strong hind legs. They 
ate very active and take great leaps like tiny kangaroos. 
There are little foxes, called fennecs, which have enor- 
mous ears and live largely on 
insects. 

In the desert it is usually so 
hot at midday that even the: 
Arabs, who ate used to it, 
have to rest in the shade of 
their tents. But the camels 
prefer to rest in the full sun- 
light, and even when there 
аге trees to give some shade, 
they still choose to be in the 

II 
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sun. To 58446 them from 
the sun, camels’ eyes are placed 
under overhanging brows, 
and they have long eyelashes. 
These brows give camels a 
very haughty look: they 
always seem to be looking 
down on everybody and every- 
thing, and they have to hold f 
their noses high in a very y 
scornful way so that they can 

see ahead of them. This is S 
кше ау ІШ УЫСЫ (һе, THE HEAD OF AN ARABIAN 
camel is exactly suited for 

living in the blazing sunshine of the desert. 

The camel’s nostrils аге not wide and round, like those 
of horses, but are narrow slits, which can be closed соло 
pletely in an instant to keep out blown sand. This 15 
particularly useful in the terrible sandstorms of the desert. 
These sandstorms tise vety suddenly, and come so fast 
that there is no way of avoiding them. Camels, with 
their narrow, closed nostrils and their heavy eyelids, 
just lie down and let the storm sweep over them. The 
Arabs, if they are caught in a storm, wrap their garments 
round their heads to keep the flying sand out of theit 
noses and eyes, and lie down as close to their camels 
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as they can. When the storm has passed, they get 
up, shake the sand from their clothes, and go on their © ` 


way. е 

Camels have patches of bare skin which show on their 
elbows, chests, and knees. These look rather like the’ 
scabs of old sores, and make some people very sorry - 
for the poor animals. But they are not sores at all: 
they ate ‘callous pads” which protect the skin from 
being rubbed when the camel kneels on a stony ot rocky | 
surface. 

The desert Arab, as we know, has many uses for his 
Besides carrying his possessions and his family 
from place to place, and giving him hair to weave into 
cloth and tents, camels also give vety rich milk, which 
is an important part of the Arab's food. Arabs not only 

milk but also make it into cheese, which 


drink camel’s 
will keep much longer than milk in the desert heat. Тһе 


camels. 


A CAMEL AND IIS RIDER IN A SANDSTORM 
13 


Arabs also sometimes kill 
the camels and сас their 
meat. So the Arabs get 
most of the things they 
need from their camels. 
Those Arabs who do not 
live in the desert but on 
the farms in the cultivated 
lands also use camels fot 
drawing carts in the streets 
and ploughs in the field, 
as well as for making the 
journeys from one town of 
village to another. Camels 


DATE PALMS ON THE EDGE OF AN OASIS 
IN NORTH AFRICA 


A CAMEL TURNING А WHEEL ТО DRAW WATER 


ate often used to work the simple machines by which 
the Arabs raise their water out of the deep wells. 

When Arabs are going to take long journeys across the 
desert, a number of them arrange to travel together. 
So large numbers of camels are all making the same 
journey, some being ridden and others carrying mer- 
chandise. A group of desert travellers with their animals 
is known as a ‘caravan °. 

The caravan is often led by a little donkey: indeed, 
camels that have been used to following a donkey have 
sometimes been known to refuse to move a step unless 
а donkey leads the way. Camels have үсгу exact ideas 
about how far they will walk in a single day: and when 
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4 CARAVAN IN THE SAHARA 


they have done their accustomed 
often lie down and refuse to budge another inch. In 
fact, “а camels march’, about 15 miles, is a regular 
measutement of distance in Arabia. Instead of saying 
that a certain oasis is about 45 miles away, Arabs say 
that it is 3 camel’s marches away. A camel has a wondet- 
ful sense of direction and а strong instinct to get home 
to its own district. On a long journey, therefore, the 
camels have to be tethered or hobbled vety carefully, 
for, if one escapes, it will always make straight for home, 
however far away it is, even though it will certainly die 
before it gets there, 


abian camels are kept in some of the drier parts of 
India. People have tried to keep camels in Spain and 


in the dry parts of North America, but they do not live 
- 16 


day’s journey they 


successfully in these countries. But in the parts of Aus- 
tralia which are desert they have now been used for 


neatly тоо ycars. 
Camels ate usually considered to be bad-tempered 


animals, and they certainly can give a very dangerous 
bite: but we have to remember that in their native land 
they are not often treated as kindly as animals are treated 
in England. At the London Zoo, whete they are always 
well treated, no camel has evet been known to attack 
its keeper. In certain parts of Arabia camel fights are 
held every year at midsummer. The animals are muzzled 
to prevent their doing any serious damage: and the 
owner of the winning camel receives a donkey as a ptize. 
17 


Аз well as the  ordinaty 
plodding pack-cainel; the 
= Arabs have lightly built, 
= swift-running riding camels, 
|-- often called dromedaries, that 
| are specially bred for speed 
and endurance on rapid 
journeys. Some Arab tribes 
keep the pedigree of their 
camels as carefully as those 
of race-horses are kept ш 
England: and camels that 
have won many races аге as famous as Derby winnets 
ate with us. Female camels, being slender and lightly 
built, ate often Swifter than male camels, and so make 
the best mounts, 

Compared with horses tiding camels go slowly. They 
can cantet for a short distance, but they do not like it. 
Some of them can tun about 12 miles in an hour, but at 
this speed they soon get tired, But they can travel at 4 
Steady 8 miles an hour all day long, and can keep up that 
Speed on fairly flat country for many days on end. A 
really good tiding came] тау average so miles a day for 
а whole fortnight : and a vety swift one can go go miles 
па single day: but then it must rest for at least a week: 

Soldiers апа Policemen in desert lands use these swift 
18 


A CAMEL RACE 


camels 23 good deal, because they 
can enove quickly across countty 
where there are no roads su 和 able 
for cars, and where horses would 
soon tire in the soft sand. 

A camel is not at all comfortable 
to ride, especially when it is going 
fast. Its legs are too long to trot 
like a horse, by moving a front and 
hind leg on opposite sides of the 
body at the same time. So it moves 
both the legs on the same side to- 
gether, and this gives it a peculiar 
swaying movement which may 
make the rider ‘ seasick’ until he 
is used to it. A camel is taught 
to kneel down while the rider 
mounts. Many camels have a 
habit of beginning to get up from 
their knees as soon as the rider 
touches the saddle: as they always 
get on to their hind legs first, and 
straighten their front legs after- 
watds, the rider has to be very 
quick in getting firmly into the 
saddle, or he will fall off over the 
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A STANDARD BEARER 
OF THE CAMEL CORPS 


camel’s head. When they 
Касс! down again at the end 
“of the journey, they get down 
on to their knees first, and 
then fold up their hind legs. 
Sitting on a camel is quite 
different from sitting on à 
| horse. Instead of gripping 
the saddle between the knees, 
the riders legs come forward 
on to the camel's shoulder. 
There is only a single i 
and no bit, so the rider guidcs 


dM 
A CAMEL CARRYING A TENT 


the camel by tapping him 
i wi with a cane on the neck of 
kicking his shoulder with 4 bare foot. 


Sometimes a kind o£ tent is fastened on to an ordine 
pack-camel’s back to Protect the travellers from the su я 
i 

When Arab women travel on camels, they generally $ 


in a tent like this with curtains all round, so that no onc 
can see them, and they can see out only by peeping through 
the little chinks in the curtains. 

Camels’ babies, or calves, are born опе ata time. They 
are nearly 3 feet high when they are born. Hove d 
ugly and bad-tempered their mother may be, the came 
calves are always charming creatures. Their masters be- 
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gin to train them before they arc 4 years Old, and they 
become full-grown when they are about 6. If they are 
well treated, have enough to eat, and are not overworked, 
camels will live about 50 years: but they don’t often live 
so long, because they аге often worked too hard and^ 


neglected by their owners. 


CAMELS RESTING 
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СНАРТЕК П 
ТНЕ. BACTRIAN CAMEL 


THE Bactrian camel, as we have already learnt, is a camel 
with two humps instead of опе. It is heavier and stoutet 
than the Arabian camel, and its legs are not so long. 
Its feet, too, are harder, and its coat in winter is much 
longer and thicker, Tt has short legs because these агс 
better for climbing mountains than the long, . slender 

legs of the Arabian camel, which usually 
has to travel on more level ground. 
Its harder feet show that it often has 
to walk on bare rock instead of soft 
sand: and its heavy coat shows that 
it lives in a land where there are усгу 
cold winds, 

Central Asia, which is the home of 
the Bactrian camel, has some very high 
mountains indeed. Much of the land 
is high, and bitter cold winds blow 
across it. Some parts are real sandy 
_ desert, some parts are steppe country 
Covered with thin grass, and other 
Patts are bare and rocky. The 


Catavan tracks often go up vety steep 
ills. 


A MONGOLIAN CHILD 
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A BACTRIAN CAMEL WITH HER CALF 
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SPRING 


In the winter the land is covered with snow. When 
the melts in the spring, there is plenty of 
moisture in the ground, and for a time the grass grows 
ПСВ and green, But Soon the summer sun dries up the 
moisture and scorches the grass, and then food for ani- 


store fat in their humps, can take advantage of the times 
of plenty to eat a great deal, and then can use up the 
store in their humps during the times of shortage. 

During the winter months the Bactrian camel grows 
such a thick, warm coat that he seems really to enjoy the 
bitter winds. His coat is longest on his neck and the 
top of his head and on the upper part of his front legs. 
This keeps him warm when he sleeps in the snow, as his 
habit is to lie with his long neck stretched out on the 
ground in front of him. 

In the spring the camel’s hair comes away in great 
untidy lumps which dangle from him, making him look 
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like a disreputable old mattress 


that is coming to bits. 
But this hait must not 


be cut off all at once, or the camel 
would become ill and die: so it is pulled off bit by bit 
as it comes loose. Fot a short time in summer the camels 
are almost naked and look Strangely slender: but theif 
new winter coat begins to gtow almost at once, and by 
the time the snow comes and the rivers freeze again they 
uite woolly once more. A very fine, 
Woven from this * camel-hair ”, which the 
al Asia use to keep them warm. 
camel does not have to go without wate! 
etiods as the Arabian camel does. It can 
26 
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_ Seem quite content to drin 


HORSEMEN 
AND AN ENCAMPMENT WITH YURTS 


ch better than most other ani- 
drink about every three days. 
in Central Asia, and the camels 
1 k salty watet and to eat bitter 
P that most other animals would never cat at all. 
h act, camels are not at all particular what they cat. A 
ungtry camel will eat meat and fish, old bones, and even 
woollen blankets and leather straps- 

ARMOR very remote places there are still great herds 
a wild camels. There is a story in those parts which tells 

at in Takla Makan, which is now 2 desert, there was 
once a very fertile district. Оле night a great sandstorm 
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sot without water mu 
Th 8, but it does need to 

еге arc many salt lakes 


^ KIANG, THE WILD Ass oF MONGOLIA, WITH A FOAL 


came and buried the towns and villages deep in мл 
All the people perished in that great storm, but Ээ, 
camels, being better able to withstand the driving 8 Не 
came through alive. Тһе camels, no longer having 2 
masters, went wild, and it is their descendants that р 
live wild in the mountains. But as wild camels are Г ү 
tinctly different from tame ones—redder in colour, w. Т. 
shorter heads and not so much long hair in Mes a 
probable that this old story is not true, and that the 
wild herds have always been wild. 

Many other animals live 
tains of Central Asia, 
one of the swiftest and 
there are herds of wild 


also in the steppes and moun- 
There is a large wild donkey, 
toughest animals in the world ; 
horses which the wolves pursue 
28 
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in the winter for food; in ixi 
the plais$ there are several 
kind of gazelle, and in the » 
Mountains there are wild 
Sheep and also yaks, relatives 5 
Of the cattle, which are vety 
sure-footed. There аге eagles 
Tk ravens as well as other 2223 
148, and also hedgehogs “ 
and jerboas and other small 
animals, 
Most of the people living in the stepp% and moun- 
tains are wandering nomads, who move theif flocks 
and herds from place to place according tO the season. 
Like the Arabs, these people of Central Asia get many 
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A MONGOLIAN WILD HORSE 
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of the necessities of life from 
their camels. Their camels 
give them milk for food, 
hair for weaving into cloth, 
and ina country where there 
are hardly апу trees на 
droppings are used for ың 
instead of wood. ep 
A YURT they themselves generally ride 
On ponies, their camels ee 
all their Possessions. Long caravans of camels a 
actoss the mountains and plains in single file, each "e 
Nose tied by a short length of rope to the pack sa 
of the camel ahead. | de felt 
The people of Central Asia live in skilfully made 4 
tents ог huts, called *yutts?. These yutts ate a 
with dome-shaped toofs of thick felt. They are wate 
Ptoof and warm, and аге easily 
moved from place to place. 
The people are mostly herds- 
men who keep flocks of sheep 
and goats. Ip Central Asia 
the sheep have large tails in 


› just as 


4 FAT-TAILED SHEEP 
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there has been little to eat, the sheepjs tails are small 
and thin, Fast as the camels” humps аге, because they 
have used up all the store of fat: but in the spring, 
When there is plenty of food, the tails grow fat and big 
again, 

Bactrian camels are very timid creatures and easily 
frightened, in spite of their slow, stolid appeatance. A 
ште jumping up out of a clump of grass may be enough 
to stampede a whole caravan. When 
C are alarmed, they sometimes charge 

lindly into things and hurt themselves 

adly. When they are nervous of a per- 
Son they have a habit of spitting at him. 
. Travellers in desert countries, either jf 
In Africa ог in Asia, find that camels М 
Сап smell water a great distance away- 

Ometimes, therefore, when travellers 

ave exhausted all their water, and 

low that both they and their camels 
will die of thirst unless water can be 
found, they have allowed the camels to 
choose their own route. The animals “i 
have then led their masters to hidden 4% 
Water that only their very keen sense 
ОЁ smell could find. In this way the , yoy IN CENTRAL 
Whole caravan has been saved. ASIA 
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The св ген ia those lands learn to tide almost as soon 
as they can walk. Аз they grow up, they hulp to take 


care of the sheep and goats, the horses and donkeys, 25 
“уус as the camels. 
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THE SIZE OF А POLAR BEAR COMPARED WITH А LION 


POLAR BEARS 


THE biggest bears in the world live in the coldest places. 
One of the biggest of them all, the polar bear, lives in 
the farthest north among the ice and snow of the Arctic 
regions. These great white bears can live in lands where 
it is so cold that most other animals would die of hunger 
and cold. Full-grown polar bears are very large and 
усту strong indeed. They are not only among the 
biggest of the bears, but they are also bigger than any 
other flesh-eating land animal in the world—bigger than 
lions and tigers, for example. 

These great white bears in the zoo look quite passive 
and mild, but in their home in the far north they can 
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ZAR 
^ REINDEER, WHICH STANDS ON ITS TOES, AND A POLAR BEAR, 
WHICH STANDS ON THE SOLES OF ITS FEET 


be Very savage, especially when they are hungry. Td 
ate not afraid of any of the other animals that shat 
their icy homeland with them. But they usually 53 
to avoid men, unless they are almost starving of af ^ 
defending their babies. If they do choose to attack 
man, they ate very dangerous, and а man without a gun 
would find it hard to defend himself. 

Polar bears, like all bears, have a wonderful powe! 
of balance. This is because they are very compactly 
built, and also because they walk on the whole of theif 
feet as men do, and not on their toes as do most other 


animals. Their fect, too, are very wide and flat, i 
that they can stand upright if they wish, and even wa 
a short d 


istance on their hind legs. When they stand 
: 4 
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uptight, shey can use their 
front legs like arms, and can 
strike their enemy with their ° 
front paws as though they 
were clubs. А blow from a 
polar bear's paw is extremely 
powerful: it can throw a full- 
gtown seal right out of the 
sea on to the shore with one 
great heave. But though 
they are so strong and fierce, 
polar bears handle their baby 
cubs with the greatest care 
and gentleness. 

Polar bears swim extremely 
well and dive fearlessly. 
They hunt for fish in the 
water or catch a seal by swim- 
ming under water and coming 
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А POLAR BEAR DIVING 


up to it from below. They are, in fact, just as much 
at home in the sea as on land, and when they are 
frightened they always make for water if they can. 
Polar bears make long journeys in the sea, and have 
been seen swimming as much as 80 miles from the nearest 


land. 


The extreme north of the world is not land, as many 
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THE ARCTIC REGIONS 


people believe, but frozen ocean, called the Arctic Ocean. 
It is surrounded by land on most sides, and only NS 
the other oceans in two places; the Atlantic Ocean nort 

of Scotland runs up into it, and a narrow channel joins 
it with the Pacific Ocean north-west of Canada. The 
North Pole, the centre of the Arctic Ocean, is always 
Covered with ice, and this frozen part is called ‘the 
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їсе-сар ",4because it is rather like a small skull-cap on a 
person's head. There is another ice-cap at the South 
Pole, but there аге no polr bears at the South Pole. 
When winter comes in the north, mote of the sea freezes 


over, and the Arctic ice-cap spreads southwards until in 


many places it reaches the surrounding lands. Then 
the Arctic Ocean is frozen tight across, and the. lands 
on its shores are also frozen hard and covered deep in 
snow. When the warmer weather comes again, the 
sun melts the ice around the southern edge of the ocean. 
As the snow melts on the land, the ground becomes 
covered everywhere with different kinds of mosses, with 
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yellow poppies, end other 
flowers. But the summet 18 
so short that very few animals 


Arctic. The reindeer come 
for a short visit in the sum- 
mer, and in places there are і 
musk oxen, small cattle with 
PTARMIGAN IN WINTER AND SUMMER УСІУ long, thick coats. the 
Arctic foxes and the Arctic 

hates remain all the усаг round, as the polar bears do. 
Their coats change colour :as the season changes. In 
the summer they are a soft, mottled grey that blends 
perfectly with the colour of the rocks and mosses of the 
northern lands, But when the winter covers the land 
with snow, their coats turn white to suit their Sus 
roundings. Many birds fly northwards in the spring 
to make their nests and rear their young in those deserted 
lands: but most of them fly south again before wintet 
sets in. A few stay all the year round. The ptarmigan 
is one of these: and it, too, like the foxes and hares, 

changes its gtcy summer feathers to white in the winter. 
For most of the year the polar bear’s fur is not really 
white, but a soft yellowish colour. Seen against newly 
fallen snow this dull yellow shows up quite cleatly. 
But the ice is never clear white all over. The water of 
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the Arctis Ocean is full of millions, of tiny plants on 
which the smallest sea-creatures feed. When the sea 
Íreezes these tiny plants show as dull yellow patches in 
the ice. The polar bear's fur is just the same colour, | 
and is practically invisible on the ice. Many Arctic 
animals have white or whitish fur in the coldest season, 
not only because it gives them protection, but- also 
because white fur looses heat more slowly than darker 
fur. White animals, therefore, keep warmer than others 
in very cold places. 

The sea in the far north is very full of living things: 
and the polar bears live mostly on what they can catch 
in the sca. During the summer they also cat berries 
and what greenstuff they can find on the shore, but in 
the winter they live entirely on meat and fish. "They 
kill and eat the seals that are plentiful in the Arctic Ocean: 
they catch fish and in the spring they search out the 
nests of sea-birds and eat their eggs and chicks. 


ARCTIC FOXES IN THEIR SUMMER AND WINTER COATS 
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Seals, which ad the main food of polar bears, EM 
selves live on large fish. These large fish live on E 
fish and other little sea-creatures, who in their turn 


on the tiny plants that float in the sea and are particularly 
plentiful in the Arctic Ocean. 


SOME ARCTIC SEALS; 


L 
HARP SEAL, RINGED SEAL, HOODED SEA 


Polar bears do not live only on what they kill for them 
selves, but аге content to cat anything that may be washe 3 
up dead on the shore, They are not at all fussy abou 
how fresh their food 15. They will eat anything Код 
a little herring to а huge whale. A polar bear has 
vety keen sense of smell: and it is his nose, mote than 
his eyes or fats, that tells him where to look for his 
food. It is said that he can smell a dead whale from 4 
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very great distance, and, a ; 
led Бу his wonderful nose, BUNC гал 
he finds his way to it across 
miles and miles of ice. 
Winter comes early in the 
Arctic regions. As the salt 
water of the sea freezes 
farther and farther south, 
most of the wild birds fly away to warmer lands. When 
the sea is calm the ice forms smoothly on it, making an 
almost level surface. But when fierce stotms come, the 
strong wind drives and crushes the thick ice until it 
breaks up. The piled-up slabs of broken ice tilt this 
way and that, and then freeze together again in weird- 
shaped pinnacles and ravines. The people who live on 
the coast move out on to the ice as soon as it is strong 
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A POLAR BEAR FINDING А DEAD WHALE 
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enough, and there they hunt seals and catch fisk. through 
holes in the ice,  : Fac 
In the winter a gteat deal of snow falls. Е. 
there are violent storms of driving snow, called bg 
which may last for days onend. No one can live ОН Ер 
out of doors while these blizzards are faging, p 
hardy. men of the Arctic cannot go out hunting. heaped 
think that even the polar bears lie still under the 
Snow at these times, , 5 
In the far north, where the polar bears live, DR 
Stow shorter during the autumn and longer зн СТ 
the spring as they do with из: but there it Pappen 3 
more quickly. It happens so quickly that by a ere 
month before Christmas the days are so short that 22. 
is hardly any day at all. By December, the sun E 
almost as soon as it tises, and then does not show us 
for nearly two months, During the months of Decani гүй 
and Januaty, therefore, it is always night-time 1n ЗОН 
Arctic lands, and the polar bears have only the m ҒАТ 
and stars to give them light. Sometimes during a) 
dark season the Strange northern lights (the ‘auror 2 
shine in the sky, making weird, moving De o 
light. At times the aurora shows as a great arc да 
light, at other times it forms great rays, like search-lig їп 
2nd sometimes it looks like curtains of light hanging 
folds across the sky. 
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А POLAR BEAR ON ICE CRUSHED TOGETHER BY THE WIND. 
IN THE DARK SKY ARE THE LIGHTS OF THE AURORA 
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About a month after Christmas the sun ure 
Show again just aliove the horizon for a few тан : 
The next day it comes а little higher. Then the A 
8row longer very quickly, until, by the end of | 3 
‘there is hardly any night at all. For almost the who 
June and July the sun never sets, but just moves го lat 
and round in the Sky. For those two months the po 
bears have dayli ht all the time. 

Young e. БЭЭ are born during the long, dark pu 
of mid-winter, They ate born singly, ог sometimes tw Ee 
and we think the mother bear usually has a cub йл 5 
Other year. Before the cub is born, the mother dig 


A MOTHER POLAR 
THE SNOW HAS 


BEAR WITH TWIN CUBS IN A SNOW CAVE: 
BEEN CUT AWAY TO SHOW THE CAVE 
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out a hollow under the 
shelter of a rock, a mound 
of earth, or bank of snow; ? 
and there she lies down and 
lets the falling snow. cover 
her completely. As the snow 
grows deeper over her she 
grows warmer and warmer. ` 
The warmth of her body 
melts the snow closest to her, 
and soon she is lying snug 
in a small cave of snow. In 
this snow cave the baby bear 
is born. At first it is very 
small indeed, only about 
twelve inches long and EAM 


weighing about a pound and 
a half. It is almost completely naked, blind and deaf, 


and quite helpless. But it is not at all cold, because it 
lies close up against its mother's warm body, and their 
cave deep down in the snow is very snug and warm. 

From the first the little cub grows very fast, and in a 
few days it has a cover of soft white fur. It soon begins 
to use its nose: then it begins to hear things: and then, 
when it is about a month old, its eyes open. 

The mother bear and her cub remain in their snow 
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cave for about two months, never going outside at all. 
All this time the mother bear eats notaing, but her baby 
lives on the milk that she provides. So as the cub grows 
larger and stronger, the mother, who was well fed and 
fat before the cub was born, becomes thin and weak. | 
She grows so thin that it is casy to understand that it 
would be nearly two years before she would be strong 
enough to provide milk for another cub. 

By the time that the cub is about eight wecks old it 
has become quite sturdy and vigorous, and it is very 
mischievous and full of play. Then the mother breaks 
down the side of their snow cave and takes her baby into 
the white, snowy world outside. It is now about the 
beginning of March. The long winter night 18 past, and 
it is already light for several hours each day. 

Now the mother bear starts to teach her cub how to 
hunt and find food for himself She is very tender 
and gentle with her cub, but extremely savage and brave 
when danger threatens it. She will wilingly risk her 
own life to guard her cub. She takes care of him in a 
way that is delightful to see. 

Polar-bear cubs stay with their mother for probably 
about a year. By that time she has taught them all the 
hunting skill that they need in order to look after them- 
selves, and they are then quite big. After that they 
wander off alone, moving from place to place in search 
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^ MOTHER POLAR BEAR SWIMMING WITH HER CUBS 


of the best hunting-grounds. When once they are full 
&rown, polar bears do not seem to need the company 
of their own kind, or any particular place to be their 
homes. And they are not afraid of the worst Arctic 
weather. 

During the Spting the sun gradually melts the ice 
on the Arctic Ocean, and large cracks begin to appear 10 
the surface of the ice-cap. As these cracks grow bigger, 
the floating ice breaks up into different sizes, like islands, 
which often drift apart and float away across the sea for 
many miles. Then the polar bears spend most of their 
time in the sea, Swimming from one of these slowly 
melting islands of ice to another. The cubs very quickly 
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learn to syim strongly, and are soon as much at home 
swimming in the sea as they are walking on the ice. 

As well as the pieces of flat sea-ice which melt rather 
quickly, there are also tall 
masses of ice, like mountains 
floating in the water. These 
are called ‘icebergs’. They 
are very thick and solid, and 
melt much more slowly. The 
icebergs are large lumps that 
break off from glaciers, frozen 
rivers of ice that move down 
to the sea very slowly indeed. 
Sometimes the icebergs break 
off the glaciers and fall into 


A POLAR BEAR TRAVELLING ON AN ICEBERG 
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АМ ICEBERG TRAVELLING SOUTH 


the sea from a great height. They often weigh thousands 
of tons, and when they crash into the water they make 
gteat waves big enough to sink a ship. They ate often 
carried far off to the south before they melt away. Polat 
bears sometimes make long journeys on them, Eu 
then swim ashore on the island of Iceland ог the 
north coast of Norway, hundreds of miles from where 
they started, 

As we know, during the winter the polar bear hunts 
seals to get his food. When the sea freezes over, the 
seal which spends most of its time in the water, has to 
make holes in the ice so that it can come up to the surface 
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to take a breath. Тһе seal can hold its breath under the 
wates for а very long time, but it must take breaths 
sometimes. It makes several holes, and returns to each 
in turn to scratch away the new ice that has formed over 
the hole. Then it fills its lungs with air and dives into 
the sea again. When the polar bear finds a seal’s breath- 
ing-hole, he makes it bigger by scraping away the thick 
ice around it. Then the bear lies down to wait for the 
seal to return to the breathing-hole. When he hears 
it scratching at the new thin ice he sptings on it and 
kills it. 

In the spring, 
seals often climb rig 
scramble up through a crack in th 


when the sun begins to shine again, the 
ht out of their breathing-holes or 
e ice and lie on the 


R WAITING FOR A SEAL TO COME TO ITS 
BREATHING-HOLE 


A POLAR BEA 
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edge of the hole to sleep in the sunshine. The: polar и 
often lies in wait dt a place where a seal is likely to co | 
я а : he looks jus 
up. He lies so flat and kéeps so still that jimbed 
like a heap of snow on the ice, and a seal has often Б 1 Бан 
tight out of the Watet before it sees him. T M. 
attacks so swiftly and surely that the seal seldom ma 
to escape back into the water again. 
SN es climb out of Деня and sleep on the <a 
of the ice, When a seal is sleeping like that, 54 IN 
Саг sometimes swims up to it and grabs it from. 5 
Or sometimes the bear сгеерз up to it over the КЕ € 
polar bear is Уегу clever at taking advantage See 
hummock of snow ог lump of ice so that he ae polar 
сгеер up close to his Prey without being ab cdm not only 
bear's feet ate covered with soft fur, n for him 
Prevents his slipping, but also makes it possi 
to move perfectly silently, 
Some seals, the bearded seal, / 
for instance, ne , 2 
the open ice бог longer than (07:17 
4 minute at a time without | 
looking round to see if an | 
enemy is Approaching, So, | 
however silently the bear 
trod, he could not walk right 
up without the sea] sceing 


А POLAR BEAR'S PAW 
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him. Sosthe polar bear 
usessa special method of 
stalking. The seal is vety 
quick to see anything that 
moves: but, from low 
down on the ice, it will 
not notice that one of the 
low heaps of snow not far 
away is really a white bear 
lying flat. The bear keeps 
quite still and waits until 
the seal has had a look 
round. But the minute the seal puts its head down to 
have a short nap, the bear moves quickly forward, and 
then lies down flat again. By the time the seal looks 
up again, everything is still, and it does not notice that 
the heap of white snow is now nearer than it was before. 
Аз soon as the seal’s head drops, the bear moves nearer 
once more. It is very like the well known game of 
© grandmothet’s foot-steps ^, but in this case it is not 
At last the bear is near enough to strike, and 
w crashes down on the seal’s head. But the 
ety quick, and often it sees the bear just in 
time to escape into the sea. The bearded seal, in pat- 
ticular, has a wonderful trick of sometsaulting into the 
water off the edge of the ice. When this happens, 


23 


THE HEAD OF A BEARDED SEAL 


a game. 
his great pa 
seal, too, is v 


^N ESKIMO FAMILY AND THEIR IGLOO. THE FATHER I$ 
BRINGING HOME A SEAL 


the bear must sta 
seal. 


Unless they are Very hungry indeed, polar bears p 
сас the whole of a seal. They eat its skin and the t he 
coat of fat, called blubber, under the skin: but t Ч 
generally leave its flesh. Then the little Arctic Ё ie 
Who are often waiting about some way off ший t 
beat has eaten his fill, come up and finish the meal. d 

Polar bears аге not the only hunters of seals aroun 
the Arctic Ocean. In Greenland and on the coast 20 
islands along the extreme north of America live the 
Eskimoes, cheerful, sturdy people with coffee-coloure 
skins and straight black hair. They live by hunting 
just those Creatures that the polar bears hunt, so the 
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ТЕ again patiently stalking anothe 


he bears ate rivals in their hunting. The 
Eskimoes usually spend the summet living in skin tents 
on the shore. In the winter, when they are hunting, 
they usually live on the ice of the open sca in little round 
huts, called igloos, built of blocks of frozen snow. 

The name ‘ Eskimo ? was given to them by theit neigh- 
bours the Red Indians, who live in the lands to the south. 
Tt means “ the eaters of raw meat’. The Eskimoes live a 


men and t 
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DOGS DRAWING А SLEDGE 


vety hard life, ‘They are skilled hunters, and make 
Speats and bows and arrows and other weapons fit 
which they kill seals and walrus, sea-birds and fish ^1 
all kinds, as well as polar bears. They build beautifu 
little canoes to take them hunting on the sea, and light 
sledges which their teams of dogs pull across the ісе 
and snow. There are no trees in the Arctic lands, 50 
the Eskimoes have vety little wood for making Tx 
things. In place of wood they often use the bones an 
skins of the creatures that they kill. ; 
Тһе Eskimoes, like the polar bears, live almost entirely 
on meat and fih. They use almost every part of the 
26 
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animals they kill. They eat the flesh, and use the fat 
to burn in their lamps. From the bones they make 
their tools, such as fish-hooks And needles, and the sinews 
ate used for thread. They make their clothes, as well as 
blankets, tents, boots, and many other things, from the | ! 
animals? skins. 
The Eskimoes hunt the polar bear, in spite of its 
fierceness and strength, because its fur is the warmest 
kind of fur that exists. They value it especially for 
making hunting-clothes for the men. The sea-water 
never freezes on the bear's fur, even in the coldest weather. 
When the polar bear climbs out of the sca, its thick 


AN ESKIMO GIRL ON HER SLEDGE 
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ong any fur is full of salt watet. ]f this water 
TUTE ү e fur it would freeze solid in а few seconds, 
ок. ear would soon be &ncased in hard ice. But 
m қ 53 water runs out of it at once, and, after a 
js shake, the bear is practically dry. So an Eskimo | 
ter who has a coat of polar-beat skin can be sure of 


keeping warm and dry. 

де с usually hunt po 
use at that time of the yeat t 

b» richest. "This is a very dangerous kind of hunting, 
use a full-grown polar bear is so brave and strong; 


and to kill him with the Eskimo's speats and small atrows 
Eskimoes usually band to- 


lar bears in the wintet, 
heir fur is at its thickest 


needs skill and courage. 
gether to hunt polar bears, and they take with them 


their strong dogs which they 
use for dragging sledges 
across the ice. The men 
follow the tracks of a beat, 
and vien шеу с fairly 
to him they let the dogs 


The dogs rush for- 
d the beat, 


ping into 


close 


10086. 
ward and surroun 


to prevent his esca 


the watet. 
The hunters try to kill him 
ith their 


oe 
------ 
ЕА Ж {гот а distance Wi 
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arrows: but they usually 
have to come close um 
and kill him with theit 
Spears. This is extremely 
dangerous for both dogs 
and men. When white 
men hunt polar bears 
| they have guns: and 
Eskimoes also now often 
hunt with guns. 
АМ ESKIMO MOTHER AND BABY Sometimes if polar 
bears are very hungty 
they will hunt men. "There is а stoty of an Eskimo 
woman who was alone with her baby while her husband 
was away hunting. She woke up in the night and saw 4 
great white bear coming into the hut. She had nothing 


Struggling with the Skins that she had thrown over him, 
she killed him with her knife, 


In some Patts of the Arctic the climate is too severe 
sven for the hardy Eskimoes, and there the bears and 
other animals can live safely and rear their young with- 
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out the fear 726 bei 
net S E hunted. Were there not these 
e ud | and where по one goes hunting, there 
MN де бк that the Eskimoes with modern 
likely m т all the polar bears. As it is, it seems 
poem these great beats will continue to live in the 
эсэр now of the Arctic, to rear their cubs, and to 
in search of food at all times of the year. j 


IN THE ARCTIC 
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CHIMPANZEES 


DIFFERENT KINDS OF CHIMPANZEE 


v. 
ANZEE MAKES A NEST IN A TREE 


е, 


ATIANTIC: 
OCEAN 


AFRICA. CHIMPANZEES , LIVE 
IN THE SHADED PART 


CHIMPANZEES 


not a monkey. Apes are 


А CHIMPANZEE is an ape, 
ve no tails as monkeys 


rather like monkeys, but they ha 
have. They are more like men than monkeys аге; in 


fact, they resemble men in so many ways that chimpanzees 
and gorillas and orang-utans are often called the manlike 
apes. Тһе lesser apes, which are smaller, are more like 


monkeys and not so much like men. 
Chimpanzees live in the very hot parts of Africa that 
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THE THREE GREAT APES: LEFT ТО RIGHT, THE ORANG-UTAN, 
THE GORILLA, AND THE CHIMPANZEE 


lie close to the equator. The great gorilla also lives іп 
the dense, hot forests of Central Africa, and the shaggy 
Ofane-utan in the Swampy forests of Borneo and Sumatta- 
The gorilla is the largest of the gteat apes. He often 


BfOWS as tall as а man, and he is very much stronge! 
than any man. 


buta large chim 
though his legs 
His muscles are 
а man’s. Heh 


panzee has a body as big as a man’s body, 
are shorter, and his arms much longer. 
very strong indeed—much stronger than 
as particularly strong arms and shoulders- 
4 


A chimpanzee is not as big as a gorilla ; . 


5% 


А chimpanzee of the same size as а шап is more than 
three times as strong. When he stands upright, he is 
about 41 feet tall, though the female chimpanzees аге а 
little smaller. 

Chimpanzees are vety intelligent, probably more in- 

telligent than any other animal, and even more intelli- 
gent than any other kind of ape. Therefore, although a 
gorilla may look a little more human, the 
chimpanzeeis really the nearest of all animals Ї 
to a human being, because of his brain. 
Many experiments have been made with 
chimpanzees in zoos to find out how much 
they can use their reasoning power to get 
over difficulties. 

Once a banana was hung from the top of 
a chimpanzee’s cage, SO high that he could 
not reach it from the ground. There were 
several large wooden boxes lying around in 
the cage, so the chimpanzee fetched one of 
them and placed it below the banana. But 
he found that when he stood on the 
box he still could not reach the 
banana. So he brought a second box 


on top of the first and again | 


and put it = 9 TES 
climbed up ; but still he could not , СнтурАКИЕЕ CLIMBING 
FOR A BANANA 


teach the fruit, Determined to get 
5 


his banana, he fetched yet a third box which he piled on B 
of the others. From the top of the three boxes he was a 
to get hold of the banana. "There are many stories like t 


When chimpanzees are quite young they learn та 
morg quickly than a human baby of the same age. e 
as they grow older they lose this ability to learn quic / 

еп, of course, the human child overtakes them i 
cleverness, 9 

There are Several different kinds, or races, of m 
Panzee. Each kind lives in its own part of We. 
and the kinds are kept separate from each other by ic. 
latge rivers, Chimpanzees are not good swimmers а 
hate getting into water; and so they cannot cross ща. 
the widest of the great rivers that flow through we 
and central Africa, i 

Chimpanzees usually live together in small bands o 
family parties, These bands may be of any size from 


children of various ages. Male chimpanzees fight amongst 

themselves for their Wives, and they have as many wives 

as they can capture, A уёгу large band probably means 

that its leader is unusually strong and fierce, and has 
6 


| 


7 
captured o several wives. ‘Those that are not strong 
enough to capture wives ate forced to live alone. Each 
family keeps to its own district and does not wander 
far beyond it, so that the bands do not interfere with each 


other's supply of food. 


Travellers have sometimes brought back stories of » 


very large parties of chimpanzees which they have seen 


toving about like bands of robbers, raiding crops and , 


plantations, tearing down birds’ nests, and doing all 
manner of damage. These large parties are probably 
made up of several families which are travelling to- 
gether for a time; but they will soon separate again. 

As a tule chimpanzees move about from place to place 
in the forests, hardly ever staying in the same place for 
more than a few days at a time. During the daytime 
they spend their time hunting for food; and when night 
falls they usually climb up into high trees to sleep. They 
build nests or sleeping platforms in the trees, and there 
they sleep lying down, just as humans do. Each chim- 
panzee builds its own platform, except the very young 
ones, who stay with their mothets all night. 

To build a sleeping platform a chimpanzee chooses 
the fork of a tree where there аге a number of small 
branches at hand. He bends these small, leafy branches 
crossing them over to make a solid 

It takes the chimpanzec only three 
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down one by one, 
platform of leaves. 


ог four minutes to do this ; 
so when the party moves Ө 
to another place, they all build 
new nests the next evening 
wherever they happen to stop- 
The old abandoned nests 
remain in the trees for a long 
time after the chimpanzees 
have gone away, and arc to 
be seen in many parts of the 
forests of Africa. 
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CHIMPANZEES SWINGING 
THROUGH THE TREES 


The father of the family usually makes 
his platform lower down in the tree than 
the others. He chooses the fork of one 


of the lower boughs, ог sometimes he 
e foot of the tree in which 


In this way he places himself 
rowling enemy that may 


sleeps on the ground at th 

his family have their nests. 
between his family and any р 

try to attack them from below. 
Chimpanzees spend almost all their time among trees. 
They keep away from open ground because they only 
feel safe when there ate trees close by. Although they 
spend much of their time on the ground, as soon as danget 
threatens they climb high up in the trees. They аге 
very easily frightened, and escape into the trees so quickly 
unters hardly ever see them. But 


that even the native h 
9 


they can often be heard in the forests. Wher they feel 
safe and think there is no danger about, they make a 
great deal of noise—grunting and hooting, and some- 
times screaming with rage. Their screams sound 25 
_ though someone is being murdered ; and travellers pass- 
ing through the dense forests have often been badly 
frightened by hearing these terrible screams coming 
suddenly out of the still and silent forest. 

When they are excited ог afraid chimpanzees some- 
times drum with their hands on the ground or on the 
trunks of trees. There are many stories about this habit 
of the chimpanzees; but how true these stories are по 
one real knows. People say that the chimpanzees 
sometimes make drums by carrying mud from the river 
banks and plastering it over a heap of rotting sticks. 
The mud bakes hard in the vety hot sun and so makes 
a hollow drum. According to the story, a large gathet- 
ing of chimpanzees take it in turn to beat on this drum, 
while the others dance tound in thythm with the Bc 
These gatherings ate said to be very noisy indeed, Sus 
much shricking and hooting. But whether anything like 
this really happens we don't know. Many of the native 
people of Africa ate very fond of beating drums 2 
dancing ; and perhaps they have believed that the chim- 
panzecs were doing the same, 4 

In those parts of Africa where chimpanzees are foun 
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there is w great deal of rain, 

Іп some places there is more “урь “Зарын 
than three times as much А ў р 

rain as there is in England. 
The rain mostly comes in 
violent thunderstorms. In 
some parts of Africa and 
at certain times of the year 
hardly а day passes without ( 
there being a thunderstorm. 
In some parts there is a wet 
season and a dry season. 
So much rain in so hot 4 
climate makes the trees and 
other plants grow vety 
vigorously and fast. The 
forests ate thick with huge 
trees and shrubs and under- 
growth. Most of the trees 
аге ever-greens, that is, they 
do not lose all their leaves 
in the winter. Indeed, 
there is no real winter ; the 
plants are growing ап 


flowering all the year round. yar, FOREST TREES GROWING 
ABOVE THE SHORTER TREES 


Mahogany, ebony, 20 


II 


uckly in a sea of leaves. Among 
ant trees other trees grow thickly, 


n there are yet more smaller trees 
owing in the shade. Over them 
called lianas, with great twisting 
stems as thick as ropes. which bind the trees together 
and shut out most of the light. In some places where 
d ferns and mosses growing on the trees 


thick forest roof, it is quite dark on 
he tropical sun is blazing over- 


and below these agai 
which do not mind gr 
climb trailing creepers, 


the creepers an 
have made a vety 


the forest floor, although t 
13 
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head. "Then hardly anything can grow, and the grouse 
has a catpet of dead leaves and райе toadstools. Ер 
In places where the undétgrowth is vety dense, ры? 
Only paths are the Streams and rivers, Sometimes 
: hrough the undergrowth in order 


old winter season, and the pee E. 
trees go on Stowing, flowering, and fruiting almost 4 
the time, there is always food for the chimpanzees 10. 
Neatly all their food comes from the trees among 
which they live—tender shoots and nuts and m 
uit; but they also sometimes m 
Chimpanzees that live in zoo 
on get very fond of meat; but when they 216 
living wild in the forest they do not kill other animals 
fot food, 

Chimpanzees гуша рас deal’ of their time ало с 
the branches or the trees hunting for food. They ae 
expert climbers, Sctambling about and swinging from 
branch to branch, Їл fact, they are much more at home 
climbing in the trees than they are on the ground. They 

14 


THE LONG ARMS ОРА CHIMPANZEE 


do not leap from one branch to another with their hind 
legs, as many of the gonkeys do; but prefer to use 
their hands and swing themselves across. They hang 
on to one branch with one hand and swing forward 
to grab the next branch with the other hand. 

А chimpanzee’s atms аге much longer than its legs, 
as the picture shows. When it spreads its arms out wide, 
the distance from one hand to the other is much greater 
than its height. This is one way in which a chimpanzee 
is different from a man. A man’s legs ate longer and 
stronger than his arms, because he uses his legs to сапу 
his weight, and his arms and hands ate free for holding 

s are short, but his fingers are 


things. So a man’s toe 
the other hand, 


long and very skilful. A chimpanzee on 
since he lives in the trees, uses his arms and hands to 
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сапу his weight; so he needs ус: 
Strong arms. His feet are mote o; a 
free for hólding things than his han : 
and’ so his long toes have become а 
skilful as his fingers. ў 
If а chimpanzee wants to саггу es 
thing carefully about in the RN 
although he can hold it in his po 3 
~ amy һе prefers to hold it in his foot. Et. 
S nei Mr will see in the drawing of the foo E 
а baby chimpanzee that there is а w : 
gteat toe and the other four toes, а s 

as that between the thumb and t 
man's hand. 'The chimpanzee has UM 
great toe than he has over his thumb, 


вар between the 
almost as large 
other fingers of а 
Control over this 
he can bring it to 
our thumbs, and s 
We might say, 


his tame chimpanzee to 4 
as young, and, like що 
schief. He took the visitot's 

looked at it carcfully. Dur 
he quickly passed it from his hand to his hind foot Є 
scrambled up to the top of a high tree. Nothing "n 
i wn, and the visitor was afrai 
ious watch for good. But after 

16 
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a long while the little chimpanzee grew tired of playing 
with the watch, so he climbed down again and handed 
the watch back to its owner? it was quite unscratched 
and still ticking. 

When chimpanzees move about on the ground they 
do not walk upright as we do. They may learn to do 3 
When they are kept in captivity, but when they are is 
they usually walk on all fours. They place their tect 
flat on the ground, and bend t 
SO that the knuckles rest on t 
they keep their arms straight 
and stiff and swing along, 
using them аз crutches; 
or sometimes they will 
canter along with their 
bodies bent to one side 
as though their legs were 
ttying to overtake their 
arms. 

Although they do not 
normally walk upright, 
chimpanzees can quite 
easily stand upright ; when 
they are still, however 
they always prefer to squat 
down. 


he fingers of their hands 
he ground. Sometimes 


THE HEAD OF A CHIMPANZEE 


re 
А chimpanzee's fur is normally black, athough We. 7 
brown or 8tCcy. But even the quite black chimpa old. 
often become Stey on their backs when they grow 


But they nearly al 
kinds of chimpan 
looks Vety neat, 
The colour of the chim 
from pale flesh-co] 


е 
ways go bald when they are old. Ер 1 
266 have а natural centre parting W. 


рап2ее”5 skin may be any ae 
Our to almost jet black. Even w x 
they are quite young they have very wrinkled аа 
Their eyes are Set under heavy, overhanging bro : 
and have many little creases round them. Their lips at 
18 
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long and 202 chimpanzees are experts at makin 
faces, Their eats аг He та Я 8 
Ге; ae e muc ze uman cats in shape, 
d y are usually very large ad stand straight out from 
eit heads. 
d Chimpanzees are peaceful ani 
i£ self-defence. They never attack any 
they ate not themselves attacked. The chimpanzee’s 
chief enemy is the leopard, the great spotted cat of the 
tropical forest. A full-grown chimpanzee is strong 
ee to defend his family from the attack of a leopard ; 
ut а young опе, if it is separated from its family, stands 
little chance against so fierce an а A chimpanzee 
fights his enemy by grabbing it and dragging it close 
with his strong arms, then he uses his teeth to wound it. 
It is said that a chimpanzee can cripple a leopatd by biting 


its feet. 


mals and will only fight 
other creatures 


nimal. 


A LEOPARD 


CROCODILES 


The forest home of the chimpanzee is shared by many 


ев leopards. We know that b. 
> the gorillas, also live in cert : 
High up in the trees there аге p. 
Scrambling about and leaping ir 
These are true monkeys with lon 3 
hem аге very striking and pd я 
hy birds—parakeets, parrots, little Ма 
» and many other bright-coloured Ыг ү 
S and rivers flow through the fores 
ate swamps there are herons, 3277 
coloured kingfishers and white-breaste 

fishing eagles. 
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In the great rivers, too,, 
theré «are hippopotami and 
crocodiles. Many other 
animals come down to the 
tiver to drink or to bathe, or 
to wallow in the cool mud. 
Elephants love bathing and 
Can often be seen enjoying 
the water. Large. hogs 
wallow in the mud for hours 
atatime. In the thickest part 
of the forest lives the okapi, 
So shy that it is hardly ever 
Seen. There are many smaller 


MONKEY, OKAPI, AND A HERON 


D 


ii 

„animals, too, that creep about 
5 Оп the ground. For instance 
there is the porcupine who 
is covered with long, shatP 
spines instead of fur; 20 
the scaly ant-eaters whose skin 
is like armour without any Ва 
at all. Some little antelopes 
of these forests are so 502 
they are hardly bigger than 
wild rabbits. There are also 
snakes of different kinds, the 
largest of them being the 
pythons that are sometimes 
over 20 feet long and have 
beautifully coloured scales ү 
| ted, green, yellow, and black. 
din ЕЙ white people live in e of tropical 

. € dimate is too hot and damp for white 
healthy there, e dark, 
Negto People, who have Вон lived en us well 
О the climate, Their very dark skins and 
ON 7 a give them protection from the 
АЙ; en [шг 152 wear practically no clothes at 
d AL ОО, ate very simple. АП they nced 

Єр гооЁ to give them shade from the sun 
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A PYTHON 


15 а goo 
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Дежа 
and sheltere from the heavy . 


tropical rains. They live 
together in small villages. 

. Most of these people 
live by hunting and fishing, 
and they make clearings in 
the forest in which to grow 


vegetables. In Africa it is | 


the women who are the 
gardeners. The men make 
the clearing, and the women 
Stow the vegetables and 
fruit. As there is no cold 
Season, they can sow their 
Seeds and gather their crops 
equally well at any time of 
the year. They grow grain 
for making bread, and also 
cans and yams and sweet 
Potatoes and other things. 
They gtow oil palms and 
Stush the oil out of the 
Palm fruit and use it for 
Cooking. They also grow 
bananas, which are the fav- 
Ourite food of chimpanzees. 
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t 
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They have to 
by the chi 
bananas, 


fully and 


ids 
ШУ to protect their gardens aoe Ёл. 
Inpanzees, who steal the Ops Rca pCi skil 
The chimpanzees carry out the raids so ый 
WOrk so well together that it is E 
believe they have not planned them ЗЕ ei o give 
| пеуег forget to Post a sentry to keep тщп eia from the 
them Warning if the people come running fro 
village to drive them away, -out 
The men hollow ER logs and 2024 Wd. 
canoes in which they paddle out on to the rivers i decdi 
fish. Some of the rivers of Africa are very large in 


: Е ide in some 
© gteat Congo River is several miles wide in 
Places. Тһе; 


country, Ste 


Sits the 
€ great rivers аге the main highways RE. 
amships with great paddle-wheels to p 


2) 
AN AFRICAN RIVE 


Parte 


\ Satis SEE 


ә 
э 


them travel n and down | 
the rivers, and carry people 
and goods from place to 
Place, 

The Negroes go hunting 7 
in the forests and kill wild 
hogs and other animals. In 
Some parts they also hunt 
the chimpanzees, for they 
consider their flesh a great 
treat, In other parts the 
Negroes never kill the chim- 
Panzees, however great а 
nuisance they are, because 


© 


they believe that people, when they die, tura into d 
Panzees. So they think that if they ЕШ a chimp2 
it is as bad as murdering a man. { When 
The Negroes hunt chimpanzees in this way. follow 
the hunters find a band of chimpanzees, they 7 Шу 
them silently until Sunset. They note very cate = 
where the animals make their nests, and then they 5 lot 
back to their village for nets. Towards morning 2 28 
of men come quietly and place strong nets in a Жо 
round the place where the chimpanzees are sleep 5 
The apes ate soon disturbed and worried by hearin р up 
many mcn around, but they think it best to stay hig E 
among the branches. Then, just before it begins to UM 
light, the men on one side suddenly set up as much no ke 
as they can make, They yell, and beat the trees, and Е. 
а gteat din. But the men on the. other side, Шоо 4 
nets are, keep perfectly still and quiet. The terr d 
chimpanzees scramble down from their trees and 28 5 
ОЁ away from all the noise, The largest animals, E 
cluding the father of the family, reach the ground ЁН i 
The waiting natives dare not tackle such powerful anima 5 
and so they lower their nets and let them езер ИХ 
by the time the young ones and the females with ip 
have climbed to the ground, the nets are raised, and br 
animals become bopelessly entangled in them and arc easily 
caught, 
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When chim ) 


Panzees are captured for zoos and circuses, 


this is usually the way they are caught. Only the young 
ones are needed, D 


SO the others are usually allowed to 
escape. At one time chim- 
panzees were hunted so much 
that it began to look as though 
they would become very rare, 
and might even die out 
altogether. Chimpanzees are 
delicate animals, and at first 
people did not know how E 
look after them in zoos, an 

so they usually did not live 
very long. Then the hunters 
came to catch more to take 
the place of those that had 
died. But now they live much 
longer in zoos, and also sttict 
laws have been made to pro- 
tect them; only a few may 
be sent away from their native 
land each year. 

The Negro people whom 
we have been describing are 
not the only dark-skinned 
people of central Africa. 
28 


PYGMIES 


5 


called pygmies, 


Ther 

who a a some very small people 

пай Хо lands round the great Congo Rivet. 
p in the forests’ and are so shy that they 


do not 
often let th 
M T themselves be seen. These mi 
y about 4} feet high when they ate “т с. 
d gathering wild 


Есе li 

Бас ee. hunting wild animals an 

little round hg are very skilful hunters. They build 
uts, not more than 3 feet high in the centre, 


which 
the 
not grow А таке from branches of trees. They do 
y crops in the forest and never stay in one 
are always 


place 
vet . 
оп the E long, but, like the chimpanzees, 
Нараа ос find better hunting grounds. 
УИ А may be born at апу time of the yo! 
Е прай py 253 nearly always has only one baby 
; ; А í 
ү ARE gh sometimes, 48 with human babies, 
new- н 
depends born chimpanzee is 2 
IC. ad on its mother, 
t takes Үл little hair, and it cannot 
ever, fro ong time to learn to wa 
OW to dw very beginning 2 
Strong i ng strongly to its 
with жый Ст to clutch and 
for the 334 as well as its hands. 
her Ве, ег аре needs both her arms 2 
moving about, and cannot alway 
29 


very helpless baby and 
as а human baby does. 
move about by itself. 
lk and climb. How 
ee knows 
Jt has 2 
does 50 


O 
? ( 


атт Бес Юг holding her baby. So the baby ,chimpanzee 
has to keep a fitm hold on it mother. гэн 

А very young chimpafizee's instinct to clutch is so 
strong that it cannot bear to let go its grip. Sometimes, 
when chimpanzees ate kept in a zoo, a baby has to be 
Separated from its mother for a time. So to prevent 
the baby being frightened, the keeper gives it some- 
thing soft to gtip; then, its clinging instinct being 
satisfied, it is по longer very unhappy. А woolly 
tug ог old limp sack to 
clutch will satisfy it in 
place of its mother for a 
While. 

A young chimpanzee 
is a baby for about two 
years. During that time 
it depends entirely on its 
mother and never leaves 
her. For the first six 
months of its life it clings 
to her all the time; but 
after that she begins to 
teach it to move about 
by itself. However, she 
never allows it to go fat 


А YOUNG CHIMPANZEE away from her, and the 
30 


Moment 4аасбс threatens, it rushes to het, and Sao cure 
It to safety. . 

After it is two years old its becomes mote indepen- 
dent, but even then it does not venture anywhere alone. 
It is then a child, and likes the company of other young z 
chimpanzees of about its own age. It becomes full- 
grown when it is about twelve years old. 

No one knows just how long a chimpanzee wil) live 
in its natural home. Some have lived to be over thirty * 
yeats old in captivity ; but it is ptobable that they often 
live longer than this when they ate wild. It seems likely 
that a large chimpanzee, roaming through the d 
forest with his wives and children, may offen live 40 26 


Over fifty years old, 


A CHIMPANZEE FAMILY IN THE JUNGLE 
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